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Chapter 1: The Florida
Homeschool Landscape (Laws,
Options, and the PEP

Revolution)



The Educational Revolution: A Quiet
Change in the Sunshine State

For decades, the image of education in Florida was synonymous
with the traditional brick-and-mortar classroom. Long hallways,
synchronized bells, and a standardized approach to learning were
the universal experience for most families. However, beneath the
surface of this conventional system, a quiet revolution was
beginning to take root—a movement driven by parents who
believed that education should be as unique as the children

receiving it.

This revolution didn’t start in a boardroom or a legislative
chamber; it started at kitchen tables across the state. It was fueled
by parents of students with unique abilities who felt their children
were falling through the cracks, by families who wanted to
integrate their values into their daily lessons, and by educators who
saw that the "one-size-fits-all" model was increasingly failing to

meet the demands of a rapidly changing world.

In Florida, this movement has grown from a niche alternative into a
mainstream educational choice. What was once seen as "opting
out" of the system has become "opting into" a more personalized,
flexible, and empowering way of learning. Today, Florida stands at
the forefront of this global shift, proving that when you empower

parents with choice, the results are nothing short of transformative.



The Psychological Shift: From "Schooling" to

"Learning"

One of the most profound aspects of this revolution is the
psychological shift required of parents. For generations, we have
been conditioned to believe that "education” only happens within
the four walls of a school building, led by a single authority figure,
and following a rigid timetable. Stepping outside of this framework
can be intimidating. It requires a fundamental re-evaluation of what

it means to be a "teacher" and what it means to be a "student."

In this new landscape, you are no longer just a "parent overseeing
homework." You are the Chief Education Officer of your child's
life. This doesn't mean you have to be the expert in every subject—
far from it. It means you are the one who understands your child's
passions, their struggles, and their unique rhythm better than
anyone else. The revolution is about reclaiming that authority and
recognizing that learning happens everywhere: in the local library,
at the kitchen counter, during a nature walk in one of Florida's state

parks, and through the specialized resources you can now access.



Leadership in Choice: Why Florida is
Different

If you are a parent in Florida, you are living in what is widely
considered the most "educational choice-friendly" state in the
nation. While other states have made strides in educational reform,
Florida has consistently led the way in creating a robust ecosystem

of options that put parents in the driver’s seat.

Florida’s leadership in this area is not accidental. It is the result of
decades of visionary policy-making that recognized education as a
fundamental right that shouldn’t be tied to a specific zip code or a
specific building. The history of choice in Florida began with the
early adoption of charter schools in the 1990s and the
groundbreaking creation of the Florida Virtual School (FLVS) in
1997—the first statewide Internet-based public high school in the
United States. These innovations paved the way for the expansion
of scholarship programs like Step Up For Students and the eventual

transition to Education Savings Accounts (ESAs).

The concept of "educational freedom" in Florida is built on the
belief that the "system" exists to serve the student, not the other
way around. This philosophy has led to the creation of Education
Savings Accounts (ESAs), which represent a significant shift from
traditional school vouchers. While a voucher pays for tuition at a

specific school, an ESA gives parents the flexibility to spend



educational funds on a variety of approved services—from
curriculum and tutoring to specialized therapies and technology.
This level of flexibility is the cornerstone of the Florida model, and
it is what makes our state a beacon for families seeking a

customized education.



The Three Paths: Understanding the

Legal Frameworks

Before diving into the revolutionary PEP scholarship, it is essential
for every Florida family to understand the three primary legal paths
for homeschooling in our state. Each path offers a different level of
oversight and autonomy, and choosing the right one is the first step

in your journey.



Path 1: The Home Education Program (F.S. 1002.41)

This is the most common path for traditional homeschoolers.
Under this statute, you are entirely responsible for your child’s

education.

¢ Notice of Intent: You must file a simple "Notice of
Intent" with your local district superintendent within 30
days of starting. This document only requires the
student's name, birthdate, and address. You do not need
to provide social security numbers or proof of

curriculum.

¢ Portfolio Requirement: You must maintain a portfolio
of records and materials for two years. This includes a
log of educational activities (which can be as simple as a
calendar or a daily journal) and samples of your child’s

work (worksheets, writing samples, creative projects).

¢ Annual Evaluation: Once a year, you must provide the
district with an educational evaluation. This can be a
nationally norm-referenced test or a review of the
portfolio by a Florida-certified teacher. This is a moment

to celebrate progress, not a high-stakes "pass/fail" exam.

e Freedom Level: High. You choose all curriculum, set
your own schedule, and have full control over the
educational environment. It is the purest form of

educational autonomy.



Path 2: The Private School "Umbrella” (F.S. 1002.42)

Many families choose to enroll their children in a private school
that "umbrellas" homeschoolers. Legally, your child is a private

school student, but the instruction takes place at home.

¢ Oversight: The private school handles the record-
keeping and reporting to the state. They act as the

intermediary between you and the school district.

¢ Requirements: You must follow the private school’s
policies, which may include specific attendance
requirements or periodic progress reports. Some schools

offer standardized testing or even co-op classes.

¢ Benefits: This path offers a higher degree of privacy, as
your child's information is held by the private school
rather than the county district. It can also provide a
community of like-minded families and access to

extracurricular activities.

¢ Freedom Level: Moderate to High. While you still teach
at home, you are technically following a school’s
program, which can provide a sense of structure and

community.



Path 3: Instruction by a Private Tutor (F.S. 1002.43)

If you hire a Florida-certified teacher to provide full-time

instruction for your child, you fall under the "Private Tutor" statute.

¢ Requirements: The tutor must be certified in the
subjects they are teaching and must keep specific records

of instruction.

¢ Freedom Level: High for the parent (as you are
outsourcing the teaching), but strictly regulated in terms

of the tutor’s credentials and reporting.



The Modern Homeschooler: Moving
Toward the PEP Revolution

While the traditional paths described above have served thousands
of families well, the landscape shifted dramatically in 2023 with
the introduction of the Personalized Education Program (PEP).
PEP represents the next evolution of homeschooling in Florida—a
bridge between the traditional Home Education Program and the

power of state-funded Education Savings Accounts.

The PEP revolution is moving us away from the "all-or-nothing"
approach to education. It recognizes that today’s "modern
homeschooler” is often someone who wants the autonomy of
homeschooling but also needs access to professional resources,
specialized curricula, and expert guidance that might have

previously been financially out of reach.

Under PEP, your child is legally classified as a "PEP student"
rather than a traditional homeschool student. This distinction is
important because it opens the door to approximately $8,000 in
state funding that follows your child. This isn't just about saving
money on textbooks; it’s about having the "buying power" to hire a
specialized reading tutor, invest in a high-end STEM curriculum,
or work with a Choice Navigator who can help you design a

learning plan that actually works.



The PEP revolution is about customization without compromise.
It allows you to be the primary educator while having a
professional-grade "toolkit" at your disposal. Whether you are
transitioning from a public school due to specialized needs or you
are a veteran homeschooler looking to level up your child’s

opportunities, PEP is designed to meet you where you are.



Educational Options LL.C: Empowerment

Through Expertise

Navigating this new landscape can be daunting. Between the legal
statutes, the scholarship applications, and the endless sea of
curriculum options, it’s easy for parents to feel overwhelmed. That

is exactly why Educational Options LLC exists.

Our mission is simple: to empower Florida families to take full
advantage of the educational freedom our state offers. We believe
that every parent has the capacity to lead their child’s education,
but we also know that having an expert in your corner can turn

"getting by" into "thriving."

As Florida-certified teachers with specializations in ESE
(Exceptional Student Education) and Reading, we don't just
understand the laws—we understand the classroom and the unique
ways children learn. We serve as your Choice Navigators, helping
you cut through the noise to find the path that is truly right for your
child.

In the chapters that follow, we will walk you step-by-step through
the PEP process, from mastering the scholarship application to
choosing the perfect curriculum and staying compliant with state

rules. Our goal is to give you the clarity and confidence you need



to build a long-term educational legacy for your family. Welcome

to the revolution.



Chapter 2: Financial Freedom:

Mastering the PEP Scholarship



What is PEP? The Power of the
Education Savings Account (ESA)

The word "scholarship" often brings to mind a specific sum of
money paid directly to a school for tuition. In Florida, however, the
Personalized Education Program (PEP) has redefined this
concept. PEP is not a traditional school voucher; it is an Education
Savings Account (ESA). This distinction is the key to your

financial freedom as a homeschool parent.

While a voucher is a "closed loop"—moving money from the state
to a specific institution—an ESA is an "open system." It places the
funding directly into an account designated for your child, allowing
you to use those funds for a wide array of approved educational
expenses. Think of it as a specialized bank account for your child's

education, funded by the state, but managed by you.

Under the PEP program, you are the decision-maker. You decide
whether those funds should go toward a comprehensive online
curriculum, a private tutor for high-school chemistry, a specialized
reading program for a child with dyslexia, or even fees for
nationally norm-referenced tests. This flexibility ensures that the
funding is always working toward your child's specific goals,

rather than being absorbed into a large institutional budget.



Eligibility & Tiers: Who Can Access
PEP?
The PEP scholarship is designed to be inclusive, but there are

specific criteria you must meet to participate. Because this is a

state-funded program, the rules are clear and strictly enforced.



1. Residency and Enrollment

First and foremost, the student must be a Florida resident and be
eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12. Crucially, a
student cannot be enrolled full-time in a public school or a private
school while receiving PEP funds. Legally, a PEP student is a

specific category of home-based learner.



2. Income Priority Tiers

While the program has expanded significantly, Florida law still
prioritizes families based on household income. This is designed to

ensure that those who need the most support get it first.

e Tier 1: Priority is given to students whose household

income does not exceed 185% of the federal poverty
level (FPL).

e Tier 2: Next priority is given to students whose
household income is between 185% and 400% of the
FPL.

¢ Expansion: As of the latest legislative updates, the
program is moving toward universal eligibility, but the
"priority window" still matters. If you fall into a priority
tier, it is essential to apply as early as possible to secure
your spot before the funding cap is reached. It is
important to note that once a student is in the program,
they are generally prioritized for renewal in subsequent
years, regardless of income changes, as long as they

remain eligible.



3. The Waitlist Reality

If the program cap is reached, new applicants are placed on a
waitlist. This waitlist is not just a static line; it is dynamic. As
funding becomes available—either through new legislative
appropriations or when a current student leaves the program—the
Step Up For Students team pulls students from the list. Having a
completed, verified application is the only way to be ready when

that call comes.



Funding Tiers and Deadlines: The "First-
Come, First-Served" Reality

One of the most important things to understand about the PEP
scholarship is that it is subject to legislative caps. Every year, the
Florida Legislature determines the total amount of funding
available for the program and sets a "cap" on the number of new
students who can enter. This cap has been growing each year
(adding 20,000 new seats annually through 2027), but the demand

remains extremely high.

This means that even if you are perfectly eligible, you are not
guaranteed funding if the program is full. This creates a "first-

come, first-served" environment that makes deadlines critical.



Key Deadlines to Remember:

e The Spring Window (March/April): This is typically
when the application portal opens for the upcoming
academic year. Applying during this window is the only

way to ensure you are at the front of the line.

¢ The Renewal Period (January/February): If your
child is already a PEP recipient, you must "renew your
intent" early in the year. Failure to renew during this
window could result in your child losing their spot and

being placed on a waitlist.

e The Rolling Waitlist: If the cap is reached, new
applicants are placed on a waitlist. If a currently funded
student leaves the program or more funding is allocated,
students are pulled from the waitlist in the order they

applied (respecting the income priority tiers).



Portal Proficiency: Navigating Step Up
For Students

The PEP scholarship is managed by Step Up For Students, the
state-approved scholarship funding organization (SFO). Once your
application is approved, your primary interaction with the program
will be through their online portal. Mastering this portal is essential

for accessing your funds and staying compliant.
The portal is where you will:

1. Submit your annual Student Learning Plan (SLP).

2. Search for approved service providers and Choice

Navigators.
3. Access MyScholarShop for direct purchases.
4. Upload receipts and documentation for reimbursements.
5. Track your account balance and transaction history.
While the portal has become more user-friendly over time, it can
still be intimidating for new users. As your Choice Navigators, we
recommend setting aside a dedicated "Admin Hour" once a week

to log in, check for messages from Step Up, and ensure all your

paperwork is in order.



MyScholarShop vs. Reimbursements:
How to Get Paid

There are two primary ways to use your PEP funds: direct
purchasing and reimbursement. Understanding when to use each

can save you significant time and out-of-pocket expense.



1. MyScholarShop (Direct Purchasing)

This is the "preferred" method for many families. MyScholarShop
is an integrated marketplace within the Step Up portal. When you
buy through this shop, the payment goes directly from your child's
ESA to the vendor. You never have to touch the money, and you

don't have to wait for a reimbursement check.

¢ Best for: Standardized curricula (like Time4Learning or

Abeka), textbooks, and pre-approved digital resources.



2. The Reimbursement Process

For services or items not available in MyScholarShop—such as
private tutoring, specialized therapies, or unique instructional

materials—you will use the reimbursement flow.

¢ How it works: You pay for the item or service out-of-
pocket, then upload a detailed, paid invoice to the portal.
Once Step Up approves the expense, the funds are

deposited into your bank account.

e Pro Tip: Always ensure your invoices are
"reimbursement-ready." They must clearly list the
vendor's name, the date of service, a description of the
item/service, and proof that it was paid in full. If you are
hiring a tutor, the invoice should also include their

credentials to ensure the expense meets PEP guidelines.



Allowable vs. Prohibited Expenditures:

Navigating the "Instructional" Line

One of the most common sources of confusion for PEP families is
knowing what the scholarship will actually pay for. The general
rule of thumb used by Step Up For Students is that an expense
must be instructional in nature and directly related to the goals

outlined in your Student Learning Plan (SLP).



What is Generally Allowable?

e Curriculum & Materials: Textbooks, workbooks,

teacher guides, and digital subscriptions.

¢ Instructional Materials: Educational kits (science Kits,

art supplies for a specific art course), maps, and globes.

e Tutoring & Specialized Instruction: Fees for tutors
who hold a valid Florida educator certificate or have

documented expertise in a specific field.

¢ Choice Navigators: Professional fees for approved

consultants who help you manage your PEP journey.

¢ Standardized Testing & Evaluations: AP exams,
nationally norm-referenced tests, and portfolio

evaluations by certified teachers.

e Hardware: A laptop or tablet for the student's use
(typically subject to specific price caps and frequency

limits—e.g., one computer every three years).



What is Generally Prohibited?

¢ Standard School Supplies: Pencils, paper, binders, and
backpacks are usually considered parental responsibility

and are not reimbursable.

¢ Extracurricular Fees: Sports team registrations, non-

instructional club fees, or entertainment-based field trips.

¢ Furniture: Desks, chairs, and bookshelves are typically

not covered.

¢ Broad Connectivity: Home internet service is not a

reimbursable educational expense.

Understanding this "instructional line" is vital. If you are unsure
whether an item is reimbursable, we recommend checking the PEP
Purchasing Guide available in the portal or consulting with your

Choice Navigator before making a large out-of-pocket purchase.



Strategic Financial Planning for PEP

Families

With approximately $8,000 at your disposal, it is tempting to spend
the majority of your funds on a "dream curriculum" in August.
However, successful PEP families take a more measured, year-long

approach to their budget.



1. Front-Loading the Basics

Use your initial funding (which typically drops in quarterly
installments) to secure your core curriculum and instructional
materials for the first half of the year. This ensures your child can

start on day one without waiting for reimbursement approvals.



2. Reserving for Support Services

Don't spend your entire budget on physical items. Reserve a
portion for support services that will become critical later in the

year, such as:

e Mid-Year Tutoring: If your child hits a "wall" in math

or reading.

¢ Choice Navigator Check-ins: To ensure you are

meeting your SLP goals.

¢ Annual Evaluation Fees: Budgeting for your June
portfolio review ensures you aren't hit with an

unexpected cost at the end of the season.



3. The Hardware Strategy

If your child needs a new computer, plan this purchase for a quarter
where you have fewer other expenses. Because hardware is a high-

cost item, it can quickly deplete your quarterly balance.



Account Activity Rules: The "Two-

Quarter" Rule

Perhaps the most overlooked rule of the PEP scholarship is the
account activity requirement. To prevent funds from sitting idle
while other students are on a waitlist, the state requires that every

account show "activity."

If an account shows no activity for two consecutive quarters, the

account can be closed, and the funds returned to the state.



What counts as "activity"?

e Making a purchase through MyScholarShop.
e Submitting a reimbursement request.

e Paying a service provider (like a Choice Navigator)

through the portal.

We recommend ensuring that you use a portion of your funds every
quarter—even for something as small as a single textbook or a
consultation session. This keeps your account "active" and protects

your child's funding for the long term.



Conclusion: Your Financial Roadmap

The PEP scholarship is a powerful tool, but like any tool, it
requires knowledge to use effectively. By understanding the ESA
model, staying ahead of deadlines, and mastering the Step Up
portal, you remove the financial barriers to a truly personalized

education.

In the next chapter, we will shift our focus from the "how" of the
money to the "what" of the learning: choosing the curricula and
specialized support that will bring your child's educational goals to
life.



Chapter 3: Customizing the
Journey: Curricula, ESE, and

Personalization

The heart of the Personalized Education Program (PEP) lies in its
middle name: Personalized. For decades, families have had to
adapt their children to fit into the rigid structures of institutional
schooling. With the advent of the PEP scholarship, the script has
been flipped. Now, for the first time on a massive scale, the
education system is adapting to fit the child. This chapter is your
guide to navigating the vast landscape of choices available to you,
from specialized curricula to innovative learning models that were

once reserved for the few.



The Freedom of Choice: PEP

Reimbursement Categories

Understanding what your scholarship can pay for is the first step in
customizing your child’s journey. Under the authorizing Florida
Statute 1002.395, the PEP Education Savings Account (ESA) is
remarkably flexible. Unlike traditional vouchers that only cover
tuition, PEP funds (currently around $8,000 per student) can be
allocated across various categories to build a truly bespoke

educational experience.



1. Instructional Materials and Curriculum

This is the core of most homeschool budgets. Whether you prefer
physical textbooks, digital subscriptions, or a mix of both, PEP has
you covered. You can purchase complete programs of study or
individual courses from approved providers. This includes
everything from the classically-themed Abeka to the modern,

student-paced Time4Learning.

Real-World Example: A family with a 4th grader might use their
funds to purchase a $500 annual subscription to an online learning
platform, a $300 hands-on science kit, and a $200 set of literature-
rich history books. All of these items are directly reimbursable or
purchasable through the MyScholarShop portal, ensuring that the

child has a diverse and engaging learning experience.



2. Choice Navigator Fees

One of the most innovative features of the PEP program is the
"Choice Navigator." These are professional educational consultants
(like those at Educational Options LLC) who assist parents in
identifying educational options and creating the mandatory Student
Learning Plan (SLP). The fact that the state reimburses these fees
highlights the importance of having professional guidance in your

corner.

Why it matters: Navigating thousands of curriculum choices is
exhausting. A Choice Navigator acts as your "educational
concierge," saving you hundreds of hours of research and helping
you avoid expensive "curriculum mistakes" that don't fit your

child's learning style.



3. Tutoring and Contracted Services

Sometimes, a parent needs a partner in instruction. PEP funds can
be used for tuition and fees for part-time tutoring programs
provided by qualified professionals. Furthermore, you can
"contract" services from your local public school district, allowing
your child to take a specific class—such as a specialized science

lab or a high-level math course—while remaining a homeschooler.

The Power of Partnership: Imagine your child is a budding artist.
You can use your PEP funds to pay for weekly lessons at a local art
studio that is an approved provider. Or, if your child is struggling
with algebra, you can hire a specialized math tutor twice a week to
ensure they don't fall behind. This "unbundling" of education is

what makes PEP so revolutionary.



4. Standardized Testing and Assessments

To ensure your child is progressing, PEP funds cover the costs of
nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement tests, AP
exams, and industry certifications. This ensures that the financial
burden of documentation and college readiness doesn't fall solely

on the parents.

College and Career Readiness: For high school students, this is a
massive benefit. You can use PEP funds to pay for the PSAT, SAT,
ACT, and even AP exams. This allows homeschoolers to build a
competitive college profile without the out-of-pocket costs that

families in other states face.



5. Virtual Programs and Higher Education

For students who thrive in a digital environment, PEP covers
tuition for the Florida Virtual School (FLVS) as a private-paying
student. For older students, funds can even be used toward
education at eligible postsecondary institutions or approved

apprenticeship programs, providing a head start on their career.



Decoding Learning Styles: The

Foundation of Personalization

Before you click "purchase" on a shiny new curriculum, you must
understand how your child learns. Education is not just about what
is taught, but how it is received. Most children fall into one (or

more) of three primary learning styles:

¢ Visual Learners: These children learn best by seeing.
They benefit from charts, diagrams, videos, and visually-
rich textbooks. For them, a curriculum like The Good
and the Beautiful or Beast Academy (with its graphic-
novel style math) is often a perfect fit.
o Strategy: Incorporate color-coding in their
notes, use mind-mapping software, and
provide plenty of picture books and

documentaries.

e Auditory Learners: These students learn by hearing
and speaking. They thrive with audiobooks, discussions,
and "living books" read aloud. BookShark and other
literature-based programs are excellent for these
children.

o Strategy: Use a "talk-to-text" feature for

writing assignments, listen to educational



podcasts during car rides, and encourage them

to explain concepts back to you verbally.

¢ Kinesthetic Learners: These are the "doers."” They learn
through touch and movement. They need manipulatives
——pbhysical objects they can move around to understand
abstract concepts. This is where programs like Math-U-
See shine.
o Strategy: Use a standing desk, allow for
"fidget tools" during lessons, and turn spelling

practice into a jumping-jack game.

By identifying your child's style, you can avoid the "curriculum
burnout" that often plagues new homeschoolers who try to force a

child into a program that doesn't match their wiring.



Building Your Curriculum Mix: The "A
La Carte" Advantage

One of the most liberating aspects of the PEP scholarship is that
you are not tied to a single curriculum provider. You can mix and

match to create the perfect "cocktail" for your child.

For example, a typical "Customized Mix" for a 6th grader might
look like this:
e Math: Math-U-See (Mastery/Tactile)

e Language Arts: All About Reading combined with
Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW).

¢ Science: A local microschool's hands-on lab (Contracted

Services).
e History: The Good and the Beautiful (Literature-based).
o Art: Weekly lessons at a local studio

(Tutoring/Approved Provider).

This "A La Carte" approach ensures that if your child is a math
genius but struggles with reading, you can provide high-level math

and intensive reading support simultaneously.



Supporting Unique Abilities: ESE-

Friendly Curriculum Options

In Florida, we use the term Exceptional Student Education
(ESE) to describe specialized instruction for students with unique
abilities, such as dyslexia, ADHD, or processing disorders. For
many ESE families, the traditional classroom was a place of
frustration. Homeschooling with PEP funds allows these families
to access "gold standard" interventions that are often too expensive

or unavailable in public schools.



multisensory Reading Programs

For students with dyslexia, a multisensory, Orton-Gillingham (OG)

based approach is essential.

e Barton Reading & Spelling: A highly structured,
intense system that breaks down the English language
into its smallest parts. It is designed so that a parent,
with the right training, can become their child’s best

tutor.

¢ Wilson Reading System: Similar to Barton, this
program is highly structured and focuses on total word
structure, making it a favorite for older students who

need remedial support.

¢ All About Reading: A more "open-and-go"
multisensory program that is incredibly parent-friendly

and uses colorful cards and games to make phonics fun.



Tactile Mathematics

¢ Math-U-See: This curriculum uses a specific set of
colored blocks (manipulatives) to help children "see"
math. It moves at the student’s pace, ensuring mastery
before moving on to the next concept. It is a game-
changer for students who struggle with abstract math

concepts.

As a certified ESE teacher, I cannot overstate the impact of these
specialized tools. They don't just teach academic skills; they

rebuild a child's confidence, turning "I can't" into "I can."



The Hybrid Model: Learning Pods,

Microschools, and Co-ops

Modern homeschooling in Florida doesn't mean being isolated at
home. We are seeing a massive rise in "hybrid" models—
environments that combine the flexibility of homeschooling with

the social and academic benefits of a group setting.



1. Learning Pods (Kai Pods)

Learning pods provide a physical space where small groups of
homeschoolers can gather. They offer social community and
academic support while students work through their individual
curricula. It’s the perfect solution for working parents who want to
homeschool but need a safe, supervised environment for their child

during the day.



2. Microschools (Acton Academy and Colossal

Academy)

Microschools are the "boutique" version of education. They are
small, learner-driven environments that often focus on project-
based learning. For example, Colossal Academy in Fort Lauderdale
uses the ocean as its classroom, focusing on oceanography and
hands-on science. These schools are often reimbursable through

PEP as "contracted services" or "tutoring."



3. Co-op Networks (Classical Conversations and
L&F)

Homeschool co-ops (cooperatives) are groups of families who
meet weekly to share the teaching load. Classical Conversations is
a global network with a strong Florida presence, focusing on a
classical model of education (The Trivium). These groups provide
accountability, consistent social groups, and a sense of community

that many families crave.



Strategic Personalization: The Power of

the Choice Navigator

With so many options, how do you choose? This is where the role
of the Choice Navigator becomes critical. Think of us as the
"curators" of your child's education. We don't just give you a list of

books; we look at your child's assessments, your family's schedule,

and your long-term goals to build a cohesive strategy.



Conclusion: The Reward of

Personalization

Customizing your child’s journey is the ultimate act of educational
advocacy. It requires time, research, and a willingness to iterate,
but the reward is a child who is not just "schooled,” but truly
educated. By leveraging the PEP scholarship reimbursement
categories, matching your child's unique learning style, and
integrating with Florida's vibrant hybrid and co-op community, you

are building a foundation for lifelong learning.

Remember, you don't have to navigate this journey alone.
Professional Choice Navigators are here to act as your strategic
partners, ensuring your path is clear and your child's potential is
fully realized. In the next chapter, we will discuss the practical
steps to documenting this incredible journey through the Florida

compliance roadmap.



Chapter 4: The Compliance
Roadmap: Portfolios, SL.Ps,

and Evaluations

For many families, the word "compliance" evokes images of red
tape, stressful audits, and government overreach. However, in the
context of Florida homeschooling and the PEP scholarship, I want
to invite you to view compliance differently. Think of it as your
"legal shield." By following a few clear, manageable requirements,
you protect your child’s educational freedom and ensure your
continued access to scholarship funds. This chapter provides a
step-by-step roadmap to staying compliant with Florida law while

minimizing the "administrative burden" on your family.



The Legal Foundation: Florida Statute
1002.41

All home education in Florida is grounded in Florida Statute
1002.41. This statute was designed to be one of the most flexible in
the country, recognizing the primary right of parents to direct the
upbringing and education of their children. When you participate in
the PEP scholarship, you are essentially operating under a
specialized version of this statute, with a few additional reporting

requirements tied to the funding you receive.



The Notice of Intent

The very first step in your compliance journey (unless you are
enrolled in a private "umbrella” school) is filing a Notice of Intent.
According to s. 1002.41(1)(a), this must be filed with your local
district superintendent within 30 days of establishing your

program.

¢ What to include: The student’s full legal name, address,

and birthdate.

¢ What NOT to include: You do not need to provide
social security numbers, grade levels, or a list of the
curricula you plan to use in this document. It is simply a
formal "hello" to the district, letting them know you are

exercising your right to homeschool.



Mastering the Portfolio: Documentation

as Celebration

One of the most misunderstood parts of the law is the "portfolio"
requirement. Per s. 1002.41(1)(d), parents are required to maintain
a portfolio of records and materials. Rather than seeing this as a
chore, I encourage parents to see the portfolio as a scrapbook of
their child's growth. It is a celebration of a year's worth of

discovery.

The statute defines the portfolio as having two distinct parts:



1. The Log of Educational Activities

This must be made "contemporaneously with the instruction" and

must designate the titles of any reading materials used.

¢ The Reality: "Contemporaneous" just means you log it
as you go, rather than trying to remember the whole year

in May.

e Methods of Logging:
o The Paper Planner: Many parents love the
tactile feel of a dedicated homeschool planner.
You can buy these at any office supply store
or download specialized "Florida Portfolio

Planners" online.

o The Digital Calendar: A shared Google
Calendar or an app like Trello allows you to
log activities from your phone while on a field

trip or at a co-op.

o The Automated Log: If you use an online
curriculum like Time4Learning or Abeka
Academy, they generate automated activity
logs that satisfy this requirement perfectly.
You simply print these out at the end of the

year and add them to your portfolio.

e Pro Tip: Your log doesn't need to be a minute-by-minute

diary. A simple wall calendar where you write "Math:



Lesson 4, Reading: Charlotte's Web" is perfectly legal.



2. Samples of Work

You must keep samples of writings, worksheets, workbooks, or

creative materials used or developed by the student.

¢ Quantity vs. Quality: You do not need to keep every
single piece of paper your child touches. A "beginning,
middle, and end-of-year" sample for each core subject is

the standard recommendation.

¢ The Portfolio Checklist:
o Math: 3-5 samples showing progress from

simple to more complex concepts.

o Language Arts: Writing samples (drafts
and final copies), spelling tests, and reading

lists.

o Science/Social Studies: Lab reports,

maps, brochures, or photos of dioramas.

o Electives: Art projects, certificates of
completion for online courses, or music recital

programs.

¢ Digital Portfolios: In our digital age, many parents are
moving to "Portfolio Vaults"—folders on a computer or
apps where they take a photo of a project and save it
instantly. This keeps your home clutter-free while

remaining fully compliant.



Note: You are required to keep this portfolio for two years, and it
must be available for inspection by the superintendent with 15

days' notice (though such inspections are extremely rare).



The Annual Evaluation: Proving Progress

To ensure that home education is effective, Florida law requires an
annual educational evaluation (s. 1002.41(1)(f)). The goal is to
demonstrate that the student has made progress "commensurate
with his or her ability." Note the phrasing: the law doesn't compare

your child to a state average; it compares your child to themselves.

You have five legal options for this evaluation, but two are by far

the most common:



Option 1: The Teacher Review (The Supportive Path)

This involves a Florida-certified teacher (like those at Educational
Options LLC) reviewing your child's portfolio and having a

discussion with the student.

¢ Why choose this: It is personal, low-stress, and provides
an opportunity for professional feedback. A teacher who
understands ESE or gifted learning can provide context

that a standardized test cannot.

¢ What Actually Happens: In a typical review session,
the teacher will flip through your child's portfolio,
asking them friendly questions about their favorite
projects. "Tell me about this science experiment," or "I
see you've been reading Percy Jackson, what did you
think of the main character?" The goal is to see that the

child is engaged and learning.

e The "Commensurate with Ability" Standard: This is
the most critical part of the law for parents to
understand. If your child is working a grade level
"behind" in math due to a learning disability, but has
moved from addition to multiplication over the year,
they have made progress commensurate with their
ability. They "pass" their evaluation. Similarly, a gifted
student working two years ahead must show that they

are continuing to be challenged.



¢ The Role of the Teacher: The teacher’s job is to verify
that progress has occurred. Once they are satisfied, they
provide you with a signed "Evaluation Letter" that you

submit to the district and the Step Up portal.



Option 2: Standardized Testing (The Data Path)

If you prefer a more objective, data-driven approach, your child
can take a nationally normed student achievement test. To be
accepted in Florida, the test must be administered by a qualified

individual.
The five most commonly accepted nationally normed tests include:

1. Iowa Assessments (ITBS/ITED): A classic,

comprehensive battery of tests.

2. Stanford Achievement Test (SAT-10): Known for

being untimed and very thorough.

3. California Achievement Test (CAT): A popular, shorter

option that can often be taken online.

4. TerraNova (CTBS): Often used in private school

settings.

5. Classic Learning Test (CLT): A newer, classical-based
assessment (CLT3-8, CLT10) that is rapidly gaining

popularity for its focus on logic and critical thinking.



Other Options

The law also allows for evaluation by a licensed psychologist or
the use of state student assessment tests (like the FAST). However,
most families find the Teacher Review or the CLT to be the most

"homeschool-friendly" choices.



The Student Learning Plan (SLP): The
PEP Difference

If you are a PEP recipient, you have one additional piece of the
compliance puzzle: the Student Learning Plan (SLP). While the
portfolio and evaluation are required by the state, the SLP is

required by the scholarship (Step Up For Students).

The SLP is a document you create at the beginning of the year that
outlines your educational goals for your child. It is the "reasoning"
behind your funding. When you want to buy a specific curriculum
or hire a tutor, the Step Up team looks at your SLP to see if the

expense aligns with your child's goals.

e Creating a Strong SLP: Your goals should be clear but
broad enough to allow for flexibility. Instead of saying
"We will read "The Hobbit'," say "Student will improve
reading comprehension through the study of classic

literature."

e The Choice Navigator's Role: Crafting an SLP that is
both meaningful for your child and "portal-friendly" for
Step Up is one of the primary services we provide. We
ensure your goals are articulated in a way that

maximizes your access to funds.



Deadlines and Peace of Mind: Staying
"Audit-Ready"

The secret to a stress-free compliance journey is staying "audit-

ready" all year long.

1. Mark Your Anniversary: Your evaluation is due on the
anniversary of your Notice of Intent. Mark this on your

calendar in bright red!

2. Monthly Maintenance: Once a month, take 10 minutes
to ensure your log is up to date and your best work

samples are filed away.

3. Submit Early: Don't wait until June 30th to submit your
evaluation to the Step Up portal. Technical glitches
happen, and the portal gets busy. Aim for early June to

give yourself breathing room.

Compliance isn't about jumping through hoops for the sake of the
state. It is about documenting the incredible work you are doing
every day. When you follow this roadmap, you can close your
books at the end of the year with the pride of knowing you’ve not
only educated your child but also protected their right to keep

learning on their own terms.

In the final chapter, we will discuss "Success Strategies"—how to

build a community and leverage professional support to turn this



roadmap into a lifelong legacy of learning.



Conclusion: Compliance as a Foundation

for Freedom

Once your annual evaluation is complete, you have one final

administrative task: submission.

1. To the District: You must provide the district with the
results of your evaluation. If you did a Teacher Review,
this is the signed letter from the teacher. If you took a
standardized test, it is the score report. Most districts
allow you to email this directly to their Home Education
department. This simple step officially "closes" your

year with the county.

2. To Step Up For Students: As a PEP recipient, you must
also upload a copy of your evaluation to the Step Up
portal. This confirms that your child is meeting the
scholarship's progress requirements and secures your
funding for the next academic year. This is arguably the
most important upload of the year, as it ensures your

$8,000 "bank account" remains open and active.

Keeping a copy of these submission confirmations (the "sent"
email or the portal confirmation screen) is the final piece of your

compliance roadmap.



Compliance isn't about jumping through hoops for the sake of the
state. It is about documenting the incredible work you are doing
every day. It provides the legal and financial foundation upon
which you build your child's future. When you follow this
roadmap, you can close your books at the end of the year with the
pride of knowing you’ve not only educated your child but also
protected their right to keep learning on their own terms. With
these in hand, you can officially celebrate the end of a successful

school year!



Chapter 5: Success Strategies:
Working with Choice

Navigators and Community

As you reach this final chapter of The Florida Homeschool
Navigator, you have already mastered the "mechanics" of the
Personalized Education Program (PEP). You understand the laws,
you know how to navigate the portal, you’ve glimpsed the vast
world of curricula, and you have a plan for staying compliant. But
homeschooling is not merely a set of administrative tasks; it is a

lifestyle and a community endeavor.

In this chapter, we pivot from the "how" to the "who." We will
explore how to build a support system that ensures your family’s
long-term success, from professional guides like Choice
Navigators to the vibrant community of Florida homeschoolers. We
will also look toward the future, ensuring that the work you do

today builds a lasting educational legacy for your child.



The Choice Navigator Advantage: Your

Professional Guide

One of the most revolutionary aspects of the PEP program is the
recognition that parents shouldn’t have to do it all alone. The state
of Florida has explicitly authorized and funded a new category of

professional support: the Choice Navigator.



What is a Choice Navigator?

Per Florida Statute 1002.395, a Choice Navigator is an approved
professional who assists parents in identifying educational options
and creating a Student Learning Plan (SLP). But they are more
than just "consultants"; they are your strategic partners. In the
complex world of Education Savings Accounts (ESAs), a Choice
Navigator acts as a bridge between your child’s unique needs and

the vast array of available resources.



Why Professional Expertise Matters

While social media groups and "homeschool veterans" can offer
helpful advice, a Choice Navigator brings a level of professional
accountability and pedagogical depth that is hard to find elsewhere.
At Educational Options LLC, our Choice Navigators are not just
enthusiasts; they are Florida-certified teachers with advanced
endorsements in ESE (Exceptional Student Education) and

Reading.

When you work with a Choice Navigator, you aren't just getting

curriculum suggestions. You are getting:

1. Diagneostic Insight: We can help you interpret
standardized test scores or previous IEPs to understand

exactly where your child stands and what they need next.

2. Resource Curation: Instead of scrolling through
thousands of options in MyScholarShop, we provide a
curated list of resources that align specifically with your

child’s learning style and your family’s values.

3. Compliance Confidence: We ensure that your SLP is
not only meaningful for your child but also compliant
with Step Up For Students’ rigorous requirements,

protecting your funding.

4. Long-Term Strategy: We help you look beyond the
current semester, planning for high school credits,

transcripts, and college applications.



Reimbursable Expertise: The Best Part

The most significant advantage of the Choice Navigator role under
PEP is that their fees are a qualified educational expenditure.
This means you can use your scholarship funds to pay for
professional guidance. The state recognizes that a well-navigated
educational journey is more likely to be successful, and they have
made it possible for every PEP family to have an expert in their

corner.

To be an approved Choice Navigator, an individual must meet high

standards set by the Department of Education, including:

¢ Educational Credentials: Holding a valid Florida
Educator’s Certificate (pursuant to s. 1012.56) or an
advanced degree (Bachelor's or Master's) in their

specific subject area.

¢ Vetting and Safety: Every approved Navigator must
undergo Level 2 background screening, which includes

fingerprinting and a national criminal history check.

¢ Professional Alignment: They must demonstrate
mastery of subject knowledge and, in many cases,
complete DOE-approved research-based training

programs.

When you hire an approved navigator, you are not just hiring a

tutor; you are hiring a vetted professional dedicated to your child’s



success. At Educational Options LLC, we pride ourselves on
exceeding these state requirements, combining our legal credentials

with a heart for the homeschooling community.



Finding Your Village: The Florida

Homeschool Community

While professional guides are essential, the "heart" of
homeschooling is the community. No parent is an island, and
Florida offers one of the most robust and diverse homeschool
communities in the nation. Success in homeschooling often

depends on "finding your village."



Statewide Organizations

Florida has three major organizations that every homeschooling

parent should know:

1. Florida Parent Educators Association (FPEA): The
FPEA is the "big tent" of Florida homeschooling. They
host the world’s largest homeschool convention in
Orlando every May, an event that brings together
thousands of families, hundreds of vendors, and expert
speakers. Joining the FPEA provides you with a sense of

the scale and vibrancy of the movement you’ve joined.

2. Florida Home School Association (FLHSA): This
organization provides essential statewide resources,
including evaluator directories, legal information, and
support for local co-ops. They are a fantastic starting
point for finding "boots on the ground" support in your

specific county.

3. Home Education Foundation (HEF): While you may
not interact with them daily, the HEF is your voice in
Tallahassee. They are the legislative advocates who
fought for the laws that make the PEP scholarship
possible. Staying informed through the HEF ensures you
are aware of changes in policy that might affect your

family.



Local Networks and Co-ops

Beyond the statewide organizations, your day-to-day community

will likely be found in local support groups and cooperatives (co-

ops).

¢ Academic Co-ops: Groups of parents who meet weekly
to share the teaching load. One parent might teach high

school biology while another leads a literature circle.

¢ Social Groups: These focus on field trips, park days,
and "wild + free" nature walks. They provide the
"socialization" that critics often worry about, but which

homeschoolers know is abundant.

e Hybrid Pods: As discussed in Chapter 3, networks like
Kai Pods or Classical Conversations provide a middle
ground between traditional schooling and total home

autonomy.

Strategy for Success: Don’t try to join everything at once. In your
first year, pick one social group and one professional organization.
Focus on building deep connections rather than a wide, shallow

network.



Building a Long-Term Legacy: Beyond
the Scholarship

As your child progresses, the "stakes" of homeschooling can feel
higher. Parents of middle and high school students often feel a

surge of anxiety: "What about transcripts? What about college?"

The good news is that Florida is one of the best states in the
country for homeschooled students to transition to higher
education. Because of the PEP scholarship and our state's friendly
regulations, your child can build a college application profile that

stands out.



High School Transcripts

A transcript is simply a record of your child’s academic history. As
a PEP parent, you are the "registrar" of your child’s school. You

have the authority to issue credits and calculate a GPA.

¢ Course Descriptions: Keep a brief record of the
curriculum used for each high school subject. This is
essential for college admissions officers who want to

understand the rigor of your child's coursework.

¢ Dual Enrollment: Florida offers exceptional dual
enrollment opportunities. Your high schooler can take
classes at a local state college for free (and often using
PEP funds for books), earning both high school and
college credits simultaneously. This is a "best-of-both-
worlds" scenario where students can prove their ability
to succeed in a college environment while still having

the support of home.

e Community Service: Encourage your child to
volunteer. Not only is this great for personal growth, but
it is also a requirement for the Bright Futures
scholarship. Keep a simple log of hours and have a

supervisor sign off on them.



College Prep and the CLT

Florida has led the way in accepting the Classic Learning Test
(CLT) as an alternative to the SAT and ACT. For students who
have been educated in a classical or literature-rich environment, the
CLT often provides a more accurate reflection of their abilities. All
of Florida's public universities now accept CLT scores for
admission and Bright Futures scholarship eligibility. This is a huge
win for homeschoolers, as it validates the deep, analytical reading

and thinking that is a hallmark of home education.



Bright Futures and the FAFSA

Homeschooled and PEP students are fully eligible for the Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship Program. By maintaining a transcript,
completing the required community service hours, and achieving
the necessary test scores, your child can earn 75% to 100% tuition

coverage at any Florida public university.

Success is not just about finishing the 12th grade; it’s about
ensuring your child is "launched" into adulthood with the skills, the

character, and the credentials they need to thrive.



Final Words: You've Got This

If you’re feeling a bit overwhelmed after reading this book, take a
deep breath. Every successful homeschooling journey started with

a single step and a lot of questions.

The Personalized Education Program (PEP) is a gift of freedom. It
is an opportunity to reclaim your child’s education from the
assembly line and turn it into a work of art. There will be days
when the curriculum doesn’t work, days when the portal is

confusing, and days when you wonder if you’re doing enough.

On those days, remember why you started. Remember that you are
the world’s leading expert on your child. No one loves them more,
and no one is more invested in their future than you are. With the
tools of the PEP scholarship, the guidance of a Choice Navigator,
and the support of the Florida community, you are more than

capable of this task.

You are not just a teacher; you are a Navigator. You are guiding
your child toward their full potential, one lesson, one field trip, and
one discovery at a time. The horizon is wide, the wind is at your

back, and the journey is just beginning.

Welcome to the future of education in Florida. We are honored to

be on this journey with you.



About Educational Options LL.C Educational Options LLC is a
premier educational consulting firm specializing in Florida
homeschooling and the PEP scholarship. Our team of Florida-
certified teachers, ESE specialists, and Reading experts serve as
approved Choice Navigators, providing families with the clarity,

compliance, and confidence they need to thrive.

[ Visit our website to book your initial consultation]



